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June l4th, 19855

Dear Roger:

I called you on the telephone this morning
in order to ssy "hello" and, at the same
time, to provide you with business so that
the high average of Reed and Barton could
be maintained. However, you were out and
your secretary filled my needs in a very
nice fashion, for which I give her and you
my thanks,

Today we are graduating our Naval War College
classes and the Secretary of the Navy will
make the principal address. I hope that it

18 good;since he and I are fellow Californimms,
1t most likely will be!

It was nice to see you in New York the other

.day and I was sorry I didn't have time to
talk with you. As a matter of fact, as soon
a8 the graduation is over I will bs en route
to Hew York., It is a dresdful nuisance but
the work for the Naval War College 1s so
satisfactory that I feel I can afford this
trip without being too unheppy sbout it on
such a hot day.

I have a remarkable story for you which I
hope you will give to your Father-in-Law,
It should create quite a laugh around the
cabinet table. It is this:

Mr. Bulganin, the Russian premier, on
his recent trip to Yugoslavias, purchased a
bolt of cloth for a suit, He took this bolt
of cloth to a Yugoslavian tsilor and asked
him to make him a suit. The tallor measured
Mr. Bulganin, measured the bolt of cloth,
and then said ™Sir, I can make for you one
coat, one vest, and two pair of trousers
with this bolt of cloth". Mr. Bulganin was
astonished and sald to the tailor s in
Russia, the tallor never makes me mors than
one pair of pants! How does that happen?”




June 1l4th, 1985

To this, the Yugoslavian tallor replied
"Well, Sir, in Russia you were probsbly
a bigger man than here!"

With best regards, I am, &8 ever,

Your old friend,

R, W, BATES -

Commsnder Roger H. Halliwell, USKNR
Reed and Basrton Company
Taunton, Mass,.
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July 12, 1955

Dear Marys

While in New York yesterday I noticed this

¢lipping in the Hew York WorldeTelegram and
Sun so I quickly c¢lipped it out and here it
is,

I kmew that you were a Carter but I didntt
know that some of your family had been Tories,
Of course, it is true that oeven in the Newport
area alone thers were reportedly 400 Tory
families., In other words, many families did
not feel that the Revolution was exaetly what
they wished, I also didn't know that you

wore a descendant of the Calverts of Maryland
as well, Clearly, you are of practiocally
noble lineagel

I was sorry that 1 couldn't be at your party

the other night. I wanted to go but unfortunately
I had to go to New York on Government business

and when that oscurs, as you well know, everye
thing else is erased,

Many thanks for your thoughtfulness to me and
with beat regards to you and Jimmy, I am, as
ever,

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES

Mrs, James ¥, Beck, Jr,.
Ledge Rd.
Newport, Re. I«




July 12, 1955
Dear Katherine:

As I looked at you during these past three -
four memorable days and realized that you and
Ena were responsible for most of the affairs
- golng on, I couldn't help but be moved with
admiration,

I know that the vislting guests were very
pleased. For example, the French Consul
General on Sunday last remarked to me upon
the wonderful attitude of the local public,
not only with relation to the officers but
also with relation to the Prench sailors.

As a matter of fact, when returning last
night from New York I encountered at about
ten o'clock French sailors with American
girls walking down the street in two or three
places where my car happened toc psss, Truly,
the local world is moving fast today!

I was asked by Senator Green also on Sunday
last 1f I didn't think that affairs of this
kind were of value Internationally. I gave
him an affirmstive reply becsasuse I believe
i1t to be so, Affairs of this kind are of
enormous velue In creating not only friendly

relationships between nations but also in
creating good will among ones own people

by letting them know the problems that their
ancestors faced, how they accomplished them,
and who helped them to do so., OQut of this
we bulld our traditions.

I am sorry that I wasn't able to be of more
help to you; however, my work here at the
Naval War College carried me to new York and
Washington so frequently that I was unable to
assist you as much as I should have liked,




July 12, 1955
With Best regards and with congratulations
not only for your great sucecess but, much
more than that, for your patriotic concepts
in the development of good will between
nations, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Mrs, George Henry Warren
118 Mill Street
Newport, R, I.
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July 18, 1985
Desar Neo:

This is to ocongratulate you on the wonderful
Job you did for the Newport Preservation
Society in arranging and directing the piano
recital at the home of Mrs. Edgsr Monroe.
Everyons that I have seen who was there, and
there are a numbsr of them in the Naval War
Collegs, enjoyed the whole sffair thoroughly
and were quite impressed with the quality of
the entertainers and notably of the piane
Players, of the guests, and of the beasutiful
Honroe home.

I thought that 1t was very "iv.,se of you to serve
soft drinks instead of "hard™ ones, slthough

I must admit that Fdgar Monroe privetely gave
me a& "hard” ons.

It is s remsrkable thing that = woman of
your stature 1n society can, st the same
time, be such a wonderful executive, I
think that Newport 1s lucky to have you!

My hope 1s that you won't let them work you
too hard. They certainly will if they can.
Take 1t easy!

With best regards, I am, &8 ever,
Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Mrs. Theodore Grosvenor
"YWyndhan"

Beacon H1ll Roed
Newport, R.I,
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July 18, 1955
Dear ILouilse: '

Phis is to ¢ell you how much I snjoyed the
"recital® held at your home last week inm
order to assist the Newport Preservation
Society in 1ts quest for funds.

We are all agreed that the recital, in
general, was sxcellent but, more them that,
we are agreed that your home was an 1deal
setting. Your mein living room housed all
of the guests adequately, no one was crowded,
end the whole atmosphere was friendly snd
very much In tune with the beauty of the
surroundings.

It was very nice of you and Edger to seo

to 1t that soft drinks wsre served to those
who desired to avall themselves of the
loveliness of your garden. As for myself,

I thoroughly enjoyed being included among
the enterteiners and imvited to share in
the after-recital buffet. It was very nice,
{ndeed, and, need I say, beautifully
prepared.

With many thanks to you and Edgar for your
kindnesses to all of us, I am, &3 ever,

Your old friernd,

R. W. BATES

¥Mrs. Edgar Xonroe
"Roseclirt”
Bellevue Avenue
Wewport, R.I.
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S August 1955 .
Dear Captain Dew:

This 1s to tell you that my trip across the
continent in your plane (that is, operated
by VR-3) was highly successfiil, I en Joyed
i1t in every way and am happy-to recommend
trips via VR-3 plsnes t6 snyone.

The Naval War College, as you likely know,
is improving steadily. The Selection Board
has recently spproved the promotion of
sleven officers to flag rank who were
graduates of the Naval War College, whereas,
in the past, ocnly one or two had been so
sslected. Presently, I hope to see most of
the officers sslected for flag rank are
graduates of the Naval War College.

With best regards, and with many thanks
for your assistance, I am,

Sincerely yours,

R. W, BATES,
Rear Admiral, U.S. Favy (Ret)

Captain I.L. Dew, USH
Commanding Officer

Air Transport Squadron THREE
U.S. Naval Air Station
Moffett Fileld, California
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5 August 1955
Dear Prog:

It was very nice to see you and %o have the
privileges of talking to you for quite a long
time, I have told Lynde of our converstions
and he was quite interested in everything. It
looks to me as if you, Stmuble and McCormlck
are the only three members of the class left
on active duty, although, to a degres, I N
suppose I can be considered among you.

I told Lynde of the location of your new house
and some of your problsms connected therewith,
He was quite interested in that since he still
plans to move to the west coast when he retires.
As I told you out thers, he has been a fine
Presicdent and I am sure the College will in-
crease in stature under his guidance.

Since returning to. the College I have spoken

to my staff of your interest in that book
written Japanese officers (former officers)
entitled "Midway, The Battle That Doomed Japan".
I think that 1%t would be well, having read

that volume whiech, of course, only gives the
Japsness side, to taske out of your files the
Naval War College study "The Battle of Midway",
NavPers 91067, which I prepared. This volume
gives both sicdes and is based on the Japanese
information available at the time. You will
note thersin that the Japanese tracks differ
from those in the Japaness volume, The Japanese
volume, therefores, is incorrect as the positions
given in thes Naval War College publication wese
directly translated from the Japanese records,

I was particularly interested in the fact that
the giving away of intelligence information by
our pilots was not recorded in the Japanese
volume; howevsr, it is recorded in the Naval War
College volume. ‘




§ August 1955
I regret very much that ‘I did not ses
your lovely wife but that is one of the
disappointments in life.

With besat regards, I =am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W. BATES

Vice Admiral F.S. Low, USK
Comuander Western Sea Frontier
¢/o Pleet Post Office

San Francisco, California




August 8, 1955
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" Dear Arleigh: °

Now that you are about to assume the vast
responsiblilities of Chief of Haval Operations
I thought that I would write you a letter

to wish you well in this extraordinarily
important assignment, .

First I want you to know that you are going
into office with the fervent hopes of the
Navy that you will bes as successful in this
new assignment as you have been in all of
your previous assignments but notably in
your destroyer operations in the "Slot",
There you brought to light the fact that
initlative, clear and logical thinking,
declsion and action were as effective in
those operations as they have ever been

in history, and reawakened those in power
to the fact that these attributes were of
vital importance in the character of those
commanders who were to conduect combat
operations,

Secondly I want you to know that there is
remarkable unaminity of opinion among all
officers as to the correctness of the
Secretary'!s choice in making you the Chief
of Naval Operations., Everyone fesls that
if it was necessary to obtain a relatively
young Chief of Naval Operations you were
the logical cholce, Therefore you san rest
assured that you are going into office with
the complete support of the active navy and
of the retired navy as well, This is a
wonderful situation and should assist you
greatly in what I consider to be one of
your more difficult tasks, 1.e. in making
the navy appear so attractive to the younger
officers that the resignation rate will
decrease to a pre-war peace time normal.
Having observed your success in the morale
field in partiocular with the personnel of
the destroyers here I feel sure that you
will be equally effective in the larger
fleld of the navy as a whole,




I cannot but be impressed with the heavy -
-responsibilities which will be yours. As

I wrote Admiral Carney when he became Chief
of Naval Operations "This is, of course,
vitally important assignment, and is particu-
larly important today, not only because of the
world situation, but because of the nature of
our domestic finances., There is nc doubt that
the thinking publis will be watching the actions
of the Joint Chlefs of Staff with sonsiderabls
interest™. ’

Likewlse since there is an election coming up
next year it can bs expected that many
politicians will be watching the actions of

the Joint Chiefs of Staff possibly -~ and I
hate to say this -- for the purpose of obtaining
political ammunition. Fortunately because of
your association with the press and with
politiciens in recent years I feel that you
understand them well and will have little to
fear on that score. '

I know that you are as alert as any officer
in any of the services to the changfing concepts
of warfare based in a large part on the appear-
ance of new weapons. The complex problems set
up thereby will be with us always and our
problem is to insure that no prospective enemy
or even friend, has solved these problems, as
completely as we ourselves have.

With best regards to you and to Mrs, Burke
and with best wishes for a most successful
cruise as CNO, I am, '

Your old friend,

R, W, BATES

Rear Admiral Arleigh A, Burke, U.S. Navy
Office of the Chief of Naval Operatlons
Department of the Navy

Washington 25, D.Ce.
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August 8, 1955
Dear Joe:

It wes very nice to see you out on the coast and
to note that you sre enjoying life as much as ever
end are at the same time being quite successful
and saccomplishing your mission in life.

Thank you very much for coming to the luncheon with
me and my brothers at the Bohemian Club., I was
snxiocus for those who didn't know you to know you,
and for those who didn't know you well to know you
better, )

I enjoyed my trip out to the coast a great desl --
a great deal more than I expected. This was
primarily so because of the delightful weather
which, when compared with Newportts terrifioc heat,
made California an énvisble place. The weather has
now broken hers and they are forecasting falrly
decent weather, for the next few days anyway.
Neanwhile, Hurricane Connie is bullding up north
of Turks Island in the Carribsan and everyone,
because of last years misfortunes, 1s becoming
highly excited. There is no nesd for this becsause
no one knows much about this hurricsne as yet.

I am sending you a clipping which I cut out from
this mornings Boston Daily Record (August 8, 1955).

This editorial hes to do with Senator Xuchel and
points out the correctness of.the field in which
he is operating, 1.s., super-highwsys. I would
1ike to suggest that this is one of the polnts that
Senator Kuchel should press, and editorials like
this in Massachusetts newspapers should help him

in Csalifornia.
With best regards to you and yours, I am, as ever,

Your old Friend,

R. W. BATES
Commander J.J. Sullivan, USHNR
111 Sutter Street
San Prancisco, California
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August 8, 1955
Dear Miok:

This letter iz to wish you "Alchs" and all
happiness in civilisn 11fe in whatever line
of endsavor you meay _ohooso.

You have succeeded admirably in the Navy =--
sverything you have attempted has deen very
succesaful indesd -- and the Navy and the
Country are much the bstter becauss of your
service to your Flag.

I josn assure you that there was universal

disappointment when the President decided

not to reappoint you. I don't know a naval

officer of consequence who was not hopeful

that you would be reappointed becsuse all

of them felt, as I do, that you were a superd
/.fchief of Naval Operations.

I think that, as Chief of Naval Operations,
you succeeded in a large measure in, as you
say in your lstter to me, healing the wounds
_of/ bitterness which the many different con-
cepts of warfare, as well as the other items
mentioned, had developed throughout the war,
" and after, smong variocus cliques within the
; naval service. I hear very little about that
' now., Perhaps 1t is becsuse I am here at the
' Naval War College where the thought of Country
48 ever paramount; perhaps becsuse most of
those who caused the discontent are ocut of the
/ servise, but mostly perhaps because of the
success of your efforts in that line.

With regard to my own work, I want you to know
that I have no intention of starting new con-
troversies through loose lasnguage or improper
.pesearch. I feel simply that I must solve the
/ 01ld and major controversiss adequately. It 1s
for that reason that, in my battle analyses,
I go back to the source and then commence the
analysis from there. For that reason, the
snslyses are long -- in fact, Leyte Gulf will
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be quite long. I have finished two volumes of
that battle and have two well underway., These
volumes I have had reviewed by officers such as
Raymond Spruance, Henry Hewitt, Donald Beary,
Lynde MoCormiek, Richard Conolly, Franocis Low,
Ralph Wilsocn, Elmer Ysomans, Henry Eccles, and
many others, including the college professers on
the staff who have been extraordinarily compli-
mentary. The opinion of all is that I have
succseded surprisingly well in maintaining the
objective point of view. I sincerely hope that
I can ¢ ontinue to be successful in that fleld for
without it my analyses would be worthless, Perhaps
one reason for my reported success is the faet :
that in so far as possible I never permit anything

[

not in the hands of the commander at the time to :
be given to me., Thus, my opinions are based om |

the facts of the moment. Of sourse, in some cases
there will be soms hindsight but this has not re- '
sulted &8s often as you might imagine., This 1s | \»
true because no dfficer, even those in command @ | -
positions, ever knows much more than what is IR
oceurring in his own immediate area and even there
he is likely to be seriocusly in error. For :
example, in my study of the Battle of Surigao
Strait, I have discovered that the torpedos fire
of the destroyers and the gunfire of the battle-
ships was far less effective than reported. This |
was because (a) the torpedo fire of the destroy-
ors was not coordinated and because the torpedoes
were fired at longer ranges than neosssary, and

{(b) becsuse the ships of the battle dispositiom
fired at the leading Japanese battleship (YANA-
SHEIRO) and generally left both the MOGAMI and
SHIGURE free of gunfirs, I did not know thia at
the time slthough I had had s suspicion of it and
had discussed it later with Captain (now Admiral)

Roland Smoot.

i
'

I sent Grace scme flowers from San Franolsco. I
was ocut there on a short holidsy inocluding a few
days in the Bohemian Grove and when I saw- these
flowers YT said "Who should have these more th

Grace?". 3
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August 8, 1956

With best wishes to you again for your future
happiness, with thanks for your thoughtful
letter to me, and with deep appreciation of

your services to our beloved Country, I anm,
as ever,

Your old and sincere friend,

R. W. BATES

Admiral Robert B, Carney, U.S. Navy
Chief of Naval Operations
Department of the Navy

Washington 25, D.C.




August 8, 1955

Dear Swede:

Upon my return from a trip to California -~ which lasted
about three weeks -- I encocuntered a letter from you. I
was very happy to receive it for several reasons, the
most important being to discover the state of health of
yourself and that of your family; the other, to report
to you concerning my own operations and those of an old
friend of yours now here, I was astonished to discover
that theres was a professor here, Dr. Keener Frazer, who
used to live next door to you in Chapel Hill. He 18 ox-
tremely friendly about you and told me that if you had
had a bstter heart condition they would have made you
Desn of Men at the University of North Carolina. I feel,
_ from my conversations with him, that he 1s of high
character and type and that the Naval War College should
gain through his association with 1t.

I note that you seem to be alright and that Ibby and your
children all seem to be likewise. I noted, with regret,
that your sister was unhappilly incapacitated. I know
exactly what has happened to her because the same thing
happened to my Mother and for a period of a year and &
half she was in a ssnatorium suffering from hardening of
the arteries, which eventually ended in her death. Diseases
of this type are a tremendous strain, not only on the
patient, but also on those who feel responsible for her,

My trip to Californla was very pleasant., I went out there
primarily to see my four brothers, who feel that, when I
am away from here, I forget them. It is s rather sur-
prising thing but upon my arrival all hands gathered from
hundreds of miles and perhaps, after all, I am temporarily
the family center. All of my brothers are, in general,
fine, although my eldest brother was unhappy about the
condition at home -- his wife has very bad epilepsy -- and
he is suffering badly because of this.

I went to the Bohemian Grove for a few days and found it
wonderful because the temperature was a tremendous drop
from Newport. Our night temperature im Newport was about
80OF and that in the Grove about 44°F. The Grove night
temperature was just as much too cold as that in Newport
was too great, The mesn of both was found in San Franclsoco.
There we had fog in the morning which was cleared at about
ten o'clock and everything was delightful thereafter. -
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I share your disappointment concerning, principally, the
resignation of your elder son-in-law, Scott. Ibby spoke
to ms about this and indicated that Buddy was as upset

as she, There i1s no doubt that at present there is a

- Psorry” attitude within the Navy, and all the other armed
servicea, owing, in a large part, to the attacks on the
armed services after the war, Franklyg J think that these
attacks are inspired mostly by "Commie™ agents but whoever
it 4s they have been effective., Congress is making an
effort to straighten this ocut -- to give credit to those
who deserve credit, and to increase pay and retirement
benefits so that it will be worthwhile for a man to serve
his Country. By worthwhile, I don't mean in e financial
way but rather in a mental way. I think that Admiral Burke
is slert to this. He was working on it at Newport with
the destroyers snd I feel confident that he will be more
effective than most sormanders in improving the situation.

As for your son~in-law, Jonas Kessing, I did not expect him
to remain in, He 18 2 reserve officer and 1t was my idea
that he had planned to resign as soon as the law permitted.
Whether or not Alice likes this, I don't know.

I sent Allice a casrd from Cslifornia. I am sorry that she
got away before I saw the new child but I haven't much
interest in seeing a newly born baby. To the parents the
newly born babys appearance is wonderful but to me I am
afraid there is little worse!

My work here 18 progressing slowly but surely. My second
Volume on Leyte will come out -- possibly this month --

the third: and the fourth ones are undermay but I cannot
forecast when they will be done, Thers are too many
important points and problems to be thought out and thought
requires time,

The weather in Newport has suddenly broken =-- the great heat
has temporarily departed -- and we have had a lot of rain
today which was required by nature (and by my carI), and all
is temporarily well.

With best regards to you and yours, I sm, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W, BAT"S

Captain E.E. Haszlett, Jr., USN(Ret)
Forest Hills
Chapel Hill, N.C.
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August 1llth, 19566
Dear Charlie:

I received your letter of July 18th with a great deal
of interest’ and was very glad to hear from you again.

I had not sent this volume (Battle of Surigso Strailt)
to you as yet because I had been hoping to hear from
Admiral Curts and Admiral Sylvester concerning it. I
haven't heard from them as yet so I presume they are
working hard on other matters and are only able to get
at the analysis infrequently.

I think you are quite right about 1t being better for

- you to remain at sea, although I am no authority on any
matters as regards today's Navy. The civilian secre-
taries exercise such "sway" on selection boards that it
i1s difficult to say what 18 preferable, i.e., to be
capable or to be young. I know you are capable; I won't
look to see how young!

In view of your request, I am going to send you the volume
as far as we have gone with it, which 18 not much farther
than when you left here. However, Trembath has been
collectirig data on i1t for a long time and one day soon

we will be able to go into it and finish it.

I notice that the captains promotion list has come out
today and, as you said, they did not get down to you.

I do notice though that they did pick up a few below
you but they all seem to be speciaslists whereas you are
a naval officer of the "seagoing variety". I would be
interested in knowing if you have any informetion on
your own situation. Meanwhile, I may look into the
situation myself and find out if you have any strikes
against you at all, other than your medlical record. We
both agree that the medical record 1s difficult to over=~
come and 1t probably will require more time at sea to
convince the flasg officers that you are able physically
to take the load. Evidently, you have been dolng very
well, indeed, and therefore I wouldn't be too worried
about the future,
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I hear from Bowker quite frequently. He is doing
very well, I understand. He is interested in snother
Job and I will see what I can do about it.

I only hear from Hindmen once in a while «- the last
time T heard from him, he was on a trip somewhere
in the Pacific. He meems quite satisfied with his
Job. Outside of that, I know very little about him
'as he isn't as much of a writer as he might be.

Tennls week is now here and things are going along
well, although no great stars have played as yet;
however, I think that everyone is enjoying them-
selves. The heat here 13 not too oppressive but the
humidity is terrifis. Everyone here, and even more
80 in your area, is worried sick about Hurricene
Connie; we hear now that another one, Hurricane
Diana, 1s forming up. This will do nothing to lessen
the confusion in this area!

With best regards to you and Yours, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES

Commander Charles A, Marinke, USN
Staff, Commander Service Squadron TWO
c/o Fleet Post Of~ice

Bew York, N.Y.
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August 11, 1955
Dear Tully:

I am sending to you herewith the pictures of
yourself and some other members of the class
of 1915, taken on a midshipman cruise or at

least when we were plebes at Annapolis.

I have written on the back of each the names
of these midshipmen, although they are so ob-
vious that I think you will have no trouble
in recognizing them.

- L1l McCormick was quite interested because
Ivan, as you know, was her first husband;
he was lost in WW I.

"It was awfully nice to see you in New York
some months ago. I should have wiitten long
before this but for some reason I haven't
written at all to any of the class. Presently,
I shall write to you or somecne in reply to
some of the rude "knocks"™ which appear in the
class bulletin., Some of the fellows have al=-
most convinced me that these things actually
happen!

Ted Breed was here yesterday for the tennis
tournament. He looks very well, indeed.

I have nothing new to report except that the
weather is warm and everyocne 1s- awaiting the
hurricanes., Last year our results were very
bad, so this year everyone is over-trained for

" this event. More than likely nothing will
occur!

Lynde and Lil are finel

With best regards, I am, 88 ever,
Your old friend,

3

R. W, BATES

Edom 7 she2cey, Ssp (eT)

FO Leecen7 57
LOA DN v/ L.
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Dear Lil:

I am sending herewith the photographs,
which I promised to send to you, of soms
members of 1915,

You will note that the midshipmen were all
still plebes. I don't know exactly where
this picture was taken; it may have been

a midshipmen practice cruise or it may have
bae;xd taken near the seawall at Farrugut
Fie .

I think that you will see from these how
handsoms your husband's classmates were,
even at that early age.

If you want any more of these pictures I
can have them made.

With best regards, I am, as sver,

Your old friend,

'R, W. BATES

A5 La05 2 e Coewrc &
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August 15, 1955

Dear-Janet and Hugh D:

I should feel very remiss if I falled to write
you s letter today to tell you of how much I
enjoyed your wonderful party on Pridsy night,

I feel confident that Nina felt that she was in
a "Seventh Heaven" and that all of us around her
wers angels. PFrankly, I thought that very few
of us were angels although a lot of us were so
delighted with the whole affair that we had some
angelic inclinstions!

I have never seen such a large marquee and, even
though it wes apparently a hundred feet long, it
was jsmmed. The music was delightful, as always
when Meyer Davis plays; from reports, which you
can confirm, people were thers even after 6 A M,
(but not myself!). I hed planned to depart
early so you can Iimagine my "horror" upon arriv-
ing home to hear the clock strike the hour of
three,

I was distressed at the fact that the Picaci lei
did not arrive in "tip-top" condition. The
flowers I sent elsewhere did arrive adequately
but the Picaci lei, which was the "dream" of
them all, was urhappily faded. I don't blame
Kina for not wearing it since it in no way
measured up to her loveliness. Had it srrived
in its native whiteness with its wonderful odor
of jasmine, I feel that she might have felt
differently about it. ‘

Many thanks for intluding me in this affalr,
and with happiness that "Mistress Connie" saw
£it to leave you more or less-alone on this
femous night, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES
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August 15, 1955
Desr Dorothy and Ham:

I have been wanting to write you for the past
week to tell you of how much I enjoyed the
glorious party which you gave on the occasion
of Hem's 80th birthday. I don't know of anyone
who wasn't overwhelmed with the beauty of the
whole affair and the thorough goodwill which
occasioned 1t,

There i1s no doubt that you both are a wonder-
ful pair and are thoroughly enshrined in the
hearts of your many friends,

I thought that the dancing by the DeMarcos was
swell. Their presence was g defirite Innova-
tion on the Newport scene =nd indicated the

" completeness with which your party had been
planned.

I also want to thank you for the very friendly
remarks which you made concerning my little
effort in your behalf. It was not too hard
to0 do something like that when one fesls a
warmth about ones frinmds!

With meny thanks again for including me and

with hopes that on Ham's 90th birthday we
will have another celebration of equal quality,
I am, as ever,

Your old friend, -

R. W, BATES

Mrs. A. Hamilton Rice
"Miramar"®

Bellevue Avenue
Newport, R.I..




August 18, 1955

Dear Captain French:

When I was in California in early August
I called your Commissioned Officers® Mess
{Open) to see if I could srrange a dinner
for about 17 persons for a stated date. I
was informed (I think by your Mr.Costello)
that the dining room wss closed but that
he would be happy to arrange the dinner
for me in a private room provided that I
restricted my requirements to steak or
something along that line. I accepted this
provision.

I gave this dinner and it was excellent in
every respect. All of my guestis were very
happy about the whole affair.

I discovered during the middle of the
dinner that the cook was none other than
the mansger, Mr. Tom Churchill. I, there-
fore, desire to bring his kind act to your
attention and to point out that gestures
of this nature are of great value in
building up the reputation of an organi-~
gation.

Needless to say, I have a very friendly
regard for the quality of the Commissioned
Officers! Mess (Open), Alameda, Celifornia.

With best regards, I am.

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES

Captain L.E. French, U3N
Commanding Officer
U.S. Naval Air Station

Rlemeda, California




L

August 31, 1955
Paar Stevie:

This 1s merely a note to tell you of how
zmch I enjoyed your dinner the other night;
it was very pleasant, indeed. It was also
very pleasant to see Schuyler again. He is
certainly looking well!

What I wanted to write to'you about was the
charm of your apartment. I think that it is
_perfectly lovely, and that you and Tom
Hagerman showed remarkeble taste in decorat-
ing it to fit your furniture so well., I
think everyone there was impressed with the
whole ensemble. Clever woman!

I want you to know that I went to the Adams'
party as I said I would, However, on arriv-
ing there, I noticed that everyone was on
the floor, which was quite crowded, and that
the Hungarisn music was delightful. 1
realized immediately that if I checked in
with Muriel I wouldn't be able to get away
at all! I found out, later, that the first
people to leave left between two and three
A.M, Therefore, being an old hand in these
matters, I asked the maid to tell you that

I had come snd gone. I turned around and
returned home where, in a few moments, I
entered the Land of Nod. There I probably
heard music as wonderful as that being
played at Idle Hour,

With many thanks for your thoughtful
invitation, I am, as ever,

Your old friend, -

R. W. BATES

¥rs, Stephens Wiman
Ocean Avenue
Newport, R.I.
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6 September 1955
Dear Captain Johnson:

Over the weekend I was approached by ¥r, Byrnes MacDonsald,
a summer resident of Newport, but generally & New Yorker,
relative to the commissioning ceremonies of the Forrestal.
It appears that his wife, Mrs, Leta MacDonald, who was the -
Matron of Honor at the launching of the Forrestel, has now
received an invitation, spparently from yourself, request-
ing her presence at the commissioning ceremonies, expected
to occur this month. -

‘Mr, MacDonald says that his wife is quite interested in
accepting this invitation, not only because of her interest
in the Foerrestal, but because Mrs, James Forrestel, who was
the Sponsor at the launching, will be in Europe and will
not be present; therefore, Mrs., MacDonald feels that her
presence 1s necessary.

Both Mr. and Mrs, MacDonald have asked me if 1t would be
possible for the Navy to fly Mrs, MacDonald down to Newport
News where the ceremonles will be held. I have, therefore,
spoken to Captain Needham, Cormmanding Officer, Naval Air
Station, Quonset Point. He said he ecouldn't do anything
but suggested that you officially request the Chief of Naval
Operations for transportation for Mrs, MacDonald, He
suggested further that Mrs. MacDonald might go via a Fleet
Logistic Air Wing flight, but I personally think that would
bg unsultable because I understand it stops at so msny

p 8068'0

I should appreciate learning from you how you feel about this
and whether or not you plan to do anything sbout it.

For your information, my interest in this is solely due to
the fact that I am personally well acquainted with the
parties concerned. If you desire that I drop out of this

I shall be glad to do so and leave the matter solely within
your own hends, If you care to communicate with Mrs. Mac-
Donald, her address 1s:

"Winter Cottage"
Harrison Avenue and Brenton Road,
Newport, R.I.

Finally, I hope the report~d damage to the Forrestal will be
readily repaired and that the great ship will be with the
fleet on schedule. With best regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,
Crpr Fo%. L. VonsSon USA

=0 ce/ -~ 59 R. W. BATES
Co. a5 AGEETI TS S5 T




7 September 1955

Dear Roy:

I am sending you herewith an article written bg my
brother entitled "Retirement 1s not Retirement”, I
think that it is extraordinarily interesting and,
for this reason, I gave it to one of the top men of
McCall's Magezine, who rescommended that it be sent
to two magazines, viz., the Atlentlc Vonthly and
the Readers Digest.

Rather than do that I decided that 1t would be better
if an article of this nature were published in the
Naval Institute Proceedings. I feel this way because
the question of retirement is a serious one and too
many people feel that if they aren't doing something
after being retired they are disgraced, Of course,
this 1s not so. As & matter of fact, it 1s the will
of the people that those who have retired have a little
relaxation before they are called to their Maker. The
ability to say, "I'm loafing" with pride is something
that most people are unable to do., When someone who
retired says, "I'm loafing" he does it generally with
shame 1in his voice.

I think that this article goes a long way toward clear-
ing up the atmosphere in that regard.

¥y brother is now retired but was a professor on the
staff of the University of California in San Francisco
and later at UCLA, When he finally decided to retire’
(two years shead of time) he was on the staff of Los
Angeles Junior College where he remalined because, as
a bachelor, he dién't want to move out to Brentwood

with UCLA,

I want to congratulate you on the very marked improve-
ment in the Naval Institute Proceedings, I notice that
many people not connected with the Navy at all now find

it extraordinarily interesting. I have, of course, been
particularly impressed with the Japanese articles alshough
I..xnow from here, because I have the source material, that
much that is said 1s incorrect. This particularly applies
to Admirel Koyanagi's article, However, the artlicles are
cartainly interesting even though they could never be used
fer research purposes, '
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7 September 1955

I hope to see you at the reunion of the Class of '15
In a couple of weeks from now, I am sure that it will

be & lot of fun and I intend to profit by it,

With best regards to you and to the staff of the Naval
Institute, I am, as ever,
Your old frlend,

Re W. BATES

Commander Roy de S. Horne, USN
U.S. Naval Institute
Annapolis, Maryland
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13 September 1955

Officer~in-Charge,

U.S. Naval Uniform Shop
29th & Srd Avenue
Brooklyn, K.Y.

Dear Sir:

Over five months ago I communicated with your representative
in this ares -« the Newport area -~ &nd ordered a uniform. I
warned your representative, Mr, Brandt, that my figure was
not in accordance with the standard forms and, therefore, I
was doubtful if he would succeed in making me a suit,

I furthéer advised him that I had discussed this matter with
Anderson & Little, Fall River, Mass., on one level and Brooks
Brothers, Kew York, on another, He assured me that the
officers Uniform Shop was quite competent to do the job and
he was so confident that I accepted the offer.

The suit was to be ready for me for the gradustion ceremonies
at the Naval War College on June 15th of this year, Needless
to say, I did not get the sult on June 15th because 1t was
very poorly constructed and was so distorted in many places
that I could not accept it.

Mr., Brandt then said that he felt that if he could bring down
a tailor from Boston that this tallor would do an effective
Job., I accepted this offer and the tailor came down, Un~
fortunately, the tailor was a Frenchman and spoke no English
with the result that I had to try to speak to*him in French,
He completed the changes he thought were suitable and de-
livered the suilt to me, I again told your Mr, Brandt that I
didn't think the suit was satisfactory. I, therefore, took
the suit to New York to my own tailor and asked him what was
the matter with it., In doing this, I realized that I couldn®
expect to get a suit which would be equivalent to that made
by my New York tailor but I felt that I was entitled to obtain
informetion from him as to errors in design and construction
thereof. My tailor, who happens to be a Mr. Bugene J. Riso
of 12 East 46th Street, New York, N.Y., was quite shocked and
said that the uniform was wrong in all pasrticulars., He
pointed out that the front, for example, was one inch shorter
than the rear so that the coat hung on a slant. He pointed
out also that the shoulders were so loose that whsn you gradb
them with your hand they come into the air about three inches,
There were numerous other errors,
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I spoke over the telephone with another of your representa-
tives on this matter (I think he was a Mr, Taylor although
he might have been one of your tailors). .This gentleman
was very friendly and very courteous and told me that the
officers Uniform Shop would make me a new sult, I have
heard nothing further on this matter,

The "chickens now are coming home to roost" because I am
now without & uniform of consequence, It seems to me that
this 1s an unhappy situation which would not have occurred
had your firm either admitted frankly that 1t couldn't
accomplish the tailoring of s sult for me, or had made a
more reasonable effort to produce a suit within a limited
time, Five months 1s too long!

I should appreciate a reply by return mail as to what 1s
being accomplished as regards this uniform.

In. commenting to you sbout this matter I don't want to infer
that I am displeased at all with Mr, Brandt, He is not a-
-qualified tallor; he does very well indeed in ordinary
things, but in this case he has found himself beyond his
depth,

Very truly yours,

R. W. BATES

-
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September 15, 1955
My dear Father Dillon:

I was very sorry when I discovered that
I would be unable to attend today's
luncheon given in your honor by Herman
Huffer at the Clambake Club.

Herman asked me last evening if I would -
be present and I replied that I should
like to be but that I was doubtful Iif I
could be there. My judgement in this
matter was correct because I have bsen
called upon to write fitness reports for
8ll my staff this afternoon and to have
them In before I leave the War College
today. As you lmow, having written many
of these reports yourself, this task
isn't done in a moment's time.

I certainly hope that I shall see you
before you depert for your new parish.
Needless to say, you will be missed
around here very much, indeed, and
notably by the undersigned.

With best regards and with best wishes,
I am, as sver,

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES

The Reverend Gerald Dillon
Salve Regina College

Ochre Point Avenue
Newport, R.I.
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"September 15, 19855

Desar Herman:

It was with extreme regret that I was un~
able to attend the luncheon given by you
at the Clambake Club in honor of Pather
Gerald Dillon of Salve Regina College.

As you perhaps know, I am very fond of
Father Dillon and I should have liked
nothing better than to be present today
at the Club,

However, I was notified just before noon
that the Naval War College wanted some
reports from me today. Since this will
take up my whole afternoon, I found it
necessary to decline.

May I thank you very much for your
thoughtfulness in asking me. Needless
to say, I think it was s very generous
act on your part to give thils luncheon
for Father Dillon and I am sure that
FPather Dillon sppreciates your thought-
fulness in this matter as much as I
regret my inability to be present.

With best wishes, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES

¥r, Herman C. Huffer
123 Pelheam
Newport, R.I.
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September 19, 1955

Dear Lucile:

I must say that I enjoyed your dinner last
evening,

In the first place, I thought that the whole
menu was, in general, so different from what
I have usually encountered that I realized
that you had not only put a lot of care on
it but, in addition, had a most excellent
cook, Congratulations!

I also want to tell you of how much I en-
Joyed playing Canasta with those three
charming ladles. I have never been assailed
with such strong language by anyone before
more than I was by Julia B. but 1t was all
in good fun, and I nearly dled with laughbr
as d1d everyone else there. ,

I have never seen Julla in such wonderful
form. For a woman in her nineties, she is
absolutely incredible and her playing last
night, except for one or two lapses, was
equal to that of anyone else.

I sm sorry if I embarrassed you at all by
asking not to play but I generally try to
make it a rule, on & Sunday night, to go
home eacrly as Monday 1s usually a2 "Blue
Monday" and I do not want to mske it any
bluer than it usually is,

Anyway, I thoroughly enjoyed the whole affalr
for which I give you my thanks,

With best regards, I am, as ever,

Your old friend,

R. W, BATES
Mrs, Joserh W. Frazer '
"Mare Haute"
Ocean Drive,
,:’Hewport, ReTI.




6 October 1955

Dear Roy:

In a matter of a few days an article called "International
Law at the Naval War College", and prepared by Rear Admiral
T.H, Robbins, Chief of Staff, Naval War College, will
arrive in your hands,

The Naval War College is interested in having this article
published as it not only expounds the position of the War
College with relation to International Law but it also ex-
plains the method of instruction in the Blue Books, and the
Correspondence Courses, I hope that you will see fit to
publish it as, in my mind, i1t presents a muche-needed
exposition on the above matters,

I enjoyed my trip to the class reunion very much, indeed,
and I was very happy to be in conference with you and to
discover that you have such a vital interest in the
preparation of a proper Naval History for the use of the
Midshipmen, I concur with you that, where possible, such

8 history should be realistic and honest. It cm generally
only achieve such a level when the understanding of warfare
necessary to the writing 1s in the hands of the writer or
writers. In other words, no one should undertake such an
assignment unless he has had considerable experience at sea
with the fleet.

It was nice to meet Ann, She certainly 1s a beauty, and
was the object of considerable friendly corment on the part
of our classmates., Congratulations, my friend!

I was sorry that you had the Hagzletts with you as guests
because although I met many people who were staying at
Carvel Hall I did not meet anyone who was not staying there
excepting, of course, at the various parties where the
meeting was ususlly short. I have s great affection for the
Hazbtts/ and it i{s too bad that I missed them,

As I complete this letter, the papers which you sent from
the Naval Institute have arrived. Thanks for returning
them and thanks for your interest., I think perhaps you
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are right in your attitude, although I didn't know
that sverything in the Naval Institute was purely

military. Retirement comes to &ll and most of the
readers of the Naval Institute Proceedings are most

likely not Naval or even military people,

With best regzards, I am, as ever,
4 .
Your old friend,

R, W, BATES

Commander Roy De S, Horm, USN(Ret)

Managine Editor
U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings

Annepolis, Md,
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October 6, 1955
Doar . Goneral Eddleman:

I received your change of address card with
mingled emotion., On the one hand I am very
heppy for you that you are to be a Deputy
Chief of Staff of the Army with the rank of
Lieutenant General. I have no doubt that it
{s a well-deserved assignment and one in
which you will be of great value to the Army
and to your Country. On the other hand I
feel that the Services require the highest
possible mental training at their War Colleges
and therefore the heads of these colleges
should be the best leaders avallsble. Because
of this no one could have been more pleased
-then I was when I learned of your assigmnment
to the Army War College. Therefore, I must
admit that I view your detachment with con-
siderable concern.

I certainly hope that your rellef gilf
measure somewhat to your specificetiaens and
that the Army Wer College will continue to
grow, and be the potent force within the Army
that it has been in the many years of its

existence,

It was wonderful to see you here In Newport -
and to have the privilege of assoclating with
you egain. You are a wonderful fellow and
you did all of us a great desl of good! I
certainly wish you sll success In your new
essignment., .

With best regards, I am,
An old combat shipmate,

R. W. BATES

Major General C.W. Eddleman, USA
Army War College,
Carlisle BRarracks, Pa.
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October 6, 1955
My dear Mr, President:

As @ 1915 graduste of the Naval Acadeny
and as & great admirer of yours over the
many years, you can Ilmagine my concern,
as well as that of the whole natlion, when
word was received of your indisposition
because of a heart attack.

I have been pleased to note that you are
rapidly improving and that the Nation and
the World will once again have the benefit
and advantage of your wise leadership and
understanding.

Some years ago & man wrote & book entitled,
"Thank God For My Heart Attack". The
American Heart Assoclation sapproved of
this book and I have gilven copies to s few
friends of mine who required it, I fesl
that, as President of the United States,

as an officer of the Army, as a member of
the class of 1915 2t West Point, but most
of all as a fellow citizen of this republle
and an 0ld football player, you are a
friend of mine. _

T am therefore taking the liberty of sending
you a copy of this book which I think will
not only armse you, but may give you very
valuable informeation concerning your future
operations, .

With best wishes for your complete recovery,
I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. BATES
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy
(Retired)
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October 10, 1955

Deayr Jack:

it was s very fortunate thing for me, as I look
back at i1t, that I called you on Tuesday morning
at your office., Very frankly, I had no expectation
of going to the World Series snd, if you will re-
member, at first I wasn't too enthusiastic about
1t. I was s0 dbusy that I feared that my work would
last all day.

Firstly, I want to tell you what a pleasure it

was to see you after three missing months, You

are a helluva fellow, and I always feel my New
York trips are failures if somehow I don't run :
into you or at least talk to you. Don't let this
habit die! And, although I am usually a Yankes
fan, I feel that, in this case, the victory of

the Dodgers was best for baseball. The bad psycho-
logical effect the continued defests of the Dodgers
had on the Brooklyn a&rea was bound to spread over
into the Manhattan area. In such case, neither

the Yankees nor the Dodgers, would ever win any of
the league championships,

I enjoyed dining with you at the Metropolitan Club
elthough I was sorry that I failed to ses "Babe".
Your report to me of her 1llness bothered me at

the time, I hope that she is now fully recovered,
I elso enjoyed the lunch the next day with Admiral
" Hillenkocetter and you ut the Wall Street Club,
Hillle's driver got me to the airport in plenty

of time so that there was no rush anywhere, except
at the one time when I didn't want it -- lunch!

I was glad to see that our pool games measured up
to the usual standard, both off the one-ball, and
the winner determined more or less by luck. I
think we average about even on this, so next time
you are in this area I will defeat you via Newport
rules,
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I have your invitation to the Ravy League dinner.
I shall endeavor to go. I will talk the matter
over with Admiral McCormick presently and will
advise you accordingly. -

I notice that at-this dinner you have me slated
for the dais where I always sit and from whence
I can also see who i3 present at the dinner.
However, I cannot wear a uniform if I wanted to
because my uniforms have been destroyed by the
cleaners. I should have two new ones this week
but I cannot gusrantee this. If I go, therefore,
I plan to wear a dinner coat; I noticed that =
lot of people did last time.

Thdngs are going along fine up here. The weather
i1s delightful and the besuty of the autumn leaves
is beyond belief. You hed better get out on the
highway and take a look,

With best rezards and with thanks for everything,
I am, as ever, :

Your o0ld frilend,

R. W, BATES_

Rear Admiral John J., Bergen, USKR
40 Wall Street
New York, XN.Y.




10 October 1955
Dear Charlie:

I received your letter with a great deal of interest,
From your whole manner, I can see that you ere concerned
about two things; one, the pressure of your operating
assignments, and two, your future promotion.

I concur with you that your responsibilities connected
with the Service Force 18 great, and I have no doubt
that you are accomplishing it adequately., The fact that
the new commodore, i.e., Commodore Henkel, leaves the
country as frequently as he does indicates the degree of
confidence he has in your capsbilities.

I also concur with you completely that it would be well

for you to have some sort of command .prior to your appear-
ing before the selection board, My regret here is that they
told me very plainly in the Navy Department that the selec-
tions would not reach you for a long time; in fact, Admirsal
Daniel suggested that 1t would not be until this coming
year, However, they did go down to pick up a few technical
men beyond you, which I know irritated you exceedingly.

I will do as you request and will s=e Admiral Danlel to see
if it 1s possible for him to move you into one of his
destroyer division vecancles which, I presums, appear from
time to time. I consider you a very capable officer and I
think that your understanding of destroyer operations,
particularly after working on the Battle of Savo Island, is
much greater than that of most officers of your time, if not
of the whole Navy.

I expect to be in Washington in a couple of weeks and I will
discuss the matter also with the detail officer of the Navy
Department, Admiral Grenfell. However, I want to see Admiral
Daniel before I go to see Admiral Grenfell.

As a matter of humor, I notice your letter is dated 5 April
1955, Have you had it on your desk that logg?

I will also look into the question of & diploma for you. I

did not do it before because I thought that you would en joy
a course here., However, it seems to me that you should be

given the same consideration as some others, It is 2ll up

to the President of the Naval “ar College.
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Y was somewhat surprised at your comment about the GRANT-DENVER=
LOUISVILLE incident. TYour remark shows clearly that my aphorism
"The finest memory 1s less enduring than the poorest ink" is
true, %hat is in the Surigao Strait study, now in your hands,
is absolutely new and was written to cover the situation which,
at the time you snd I worked on it, appeared unsolvable. I now
feel sure I have solved it completely.

I am not too Interested in those torpedo mooring board solutions,
I had not meant that 81l of them were to be done by any means,
but there were & couple of places in the book where I thought

we might show by disgram what we were referring to, I cannot
take the time off at this moment to locate these places but I
think I can do 1t readily once I dig into it,

The book is not very thick based on oth~r volumes., At present
1t would total sbout 300 pages. Volume II of the Battle for
Leyte Gulf, which you should have on board your flagship and
which T recommend that you look at, has 381 pages of basic data,
Of course, this does not include the appendices, fareword, brief
of the battle, etc, : ' -

So far, in the eriticisms of the Surigaso Strait study, there
has been only one adverse comment (until I received yours today).
That comment was from s newly-made admiral who Tfelt that 1t was
too difficult to read and felt that we hadn't given his commend,
. the BENNION, enough hits, He sald that no matter what the
analysis gave, he chose to believe that the BENNION had made
two hits, I have written to him and pointed out that hés
thinking was erroneous, He will be up in this area for two days
presently and I hope to see him at which time I plan to point
out to him (a) what we are endeavoring to accomplish here and
(b) how we are not preparing a check-off list or simple narra-
tive, but rather a study of the conduct of the principal
commanders in this action. I think there is much to be learned
from this study of the Battle of Surigao Strait. In fact,
Admirel Curts, Deputy Commender in Chief, Pacific Fleet (and
Chief of Staff), said he thought the study was excellent.

With best regards, I am, as ever,

Your o0ld friend,

R. W, BATES

Commander Charles A. Marinke, USN
Starf, Commander Service Squadron TWO
o/o Fleet Post Office

New York, N.Y.
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Dear Captain Nutting:

First, let me congratulate you upon what appears to be
an advancement for you. It seems to me, from what I
can ascertain, that you are now head of the Training
Division of the Bureau of Naval Personnel. I hope this
i1s 80 because in my association with you I have always
found you very capable and understanding of the problems
with which your division 1s faced,

This brings up another problem which will be "raising

i1ts ugly head” presently., That is the problem of my
operations as the head of this section, As you know,
every year this matter srises and so far has been settled
in favor of the Naval War College.

Yesterday, I was celled by Admiral Duncan, the Vice Chief
of Naval Operations, as was Admiral MoCormick. I don't
know entirely what he told Admiral McCormick but I do
know what he told me, He said that (a) in December, the
matter would once again arise as to whether I was to be
retained on active duty, (b) he Woped to so retain me,

(¢) 1t was always possible that he might not be sble to
accomplish this objective, although he didn't think that
this would happen, and (d) he desired that I make prepa-
rations with the Bureau of Naval Personnel for a contract
should he be unable to keep me on active duty. In referr-
ing to me, of course, I presume he was really referring to
all retired officers,

I told him that I would be down in Washington In a couple
of weeks at which time I hoped to be able to discuss the
matter with him., To this, he was entirely agreeable, I
understand that Admiral McCormick has to write him a
letter requesting that the work be continued and that I
do 1t.

Admiral Duncan asked if I was the only officer who could

do this task and I replied that (a) I didn't know whether

I was or not, but that I had been told by the highest
authorities everywhere that I was--{and that this 1s also

the opinion--of the President of the-Naval War College and
has been the opinion of the Presidents before him), (b)
continuity is so important that even If someone else were
able to do it I didn't think they should be called upon to
do it because of the enormous loss of time, and (c¢) therefare
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I should carry the load even if I didn't want to.

I told him, however, in this connection that I thought

it was so important that I was glad to do 1t., To this,

he replied that he wanted me to do it and that, as far

:; he c;uld see, I was the logical person to continue
e work,

As you know, this matter arose in 1953 with Admiral
Larson when I was told (by Admiral Larson, as well as
by Admirsl Fyfe and Admirasl Holloway) to prepare my
"hurricane plan"™. That meant that I was to have some
sort of contract with the Buresu of Naval Pesrsomnel to
complete the assignment., The Bureau discussed the
matter and finally gave me a contract which was one of
those $50-a-day affairs for so many days snd with re-
tired pay for the remaining deys. That contract I have
In my desk drawer; it 1s not finished and probably will
require & new form or something. Admiral Richard
Conolly, who 1s now President of Long Island University,
hes suggested to me that perhaps he could have me cone
tracted to Long Island University but to work here at
the Naval War College. I don't know what is best but I
would appreclate your courtesy if you would look up this
matter so that when I talk to Admiral Duncan I can tell
him what is plsnned should the unexpected occur,

It Is too bad that this matter has to arise every year,
but 1t does. I suppose that 1t has to do with budgets
and other factors, such as Assistant Secretaries,

Finally, I want to say that whatever is decided will,
of course, be satisfactory to me. I merely wish to come
plete a job which 1is well underwsay, -

As an iIndication of the quality of these books, I received
8 querx the other day from Admiral Hillenkoetter, who
said, "I have read Volume I and I thought it marvelous;
where is Volume II?", I told him that I had been informed
that they had been mailed and that he should have it, If
I am in error in this, would you mind checking with the
proper sources to ascertain why?

With best regards, I am, as ever,

Your old f riend,

R, W. BATES

Captain K.L. Nutting, USN
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